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THENMTY YEARS OF WCTFA &

by Dick Tilbury

WCFE

IV owr reoeords are correct March 29, 2000 will mark the 200N
aimiversary of ouwr Assoclation/8ociety. I yvou're wondering about
the btwo acronyms in the title, WOTFA stande fur bthe Western Coscade
Tree Fruit fissociation, the original name of ow organization. In
198% the name was changed to the current Western Cascade Froit
Socisty (WCFS). See page 10 for the history of this name change.

i

Evelyn Troughton,; ouw newsletter editor and btreaswrer, askad ne
o try to docunent the organization™s history for owr 206h anni versary.
My widte and T doined the organization in Februery 1995 and Marilyn has
kapt a File of all the newsletters since ow Jjoining., Fortunately we
chvitained Ed Lewis® history file of the organization before he passed
awday.,  HBaetwean two files we have & falrly complste history of
Lhe organization, except for the initial founding year, 1980,

these

I approached this job with some apprehension but ss I got inte it
maity fond menories were brodgght back, asaking it all worthwhile. 1
would Tike Lo enlist readers® help at this time: if youw can i1l in
any of the blanks in the organization history for the first yvear or
particularly strong memories of organization events, please
Lthem on to ow newsletter editor. Let’s make the year 2000
i llennium and WOFS s twentieth anniversary a ftime o complete our
grrganization™s history and relive many fond memories.

H e o -
Vi eF

pess

To shtart ow erganization history [ have to pay tribute to Dr.
Murton., Bob started a tree fruilt resssrch program at b
Vernon Ressarch and Extension Station about 19464, His efforts
to evaluate and bring attention to tree fruid variesties that could
be established sucvessfully in the Pugelb Sound region and to educate
growers in fruit production brought aboult & revival in growing boes
Firadt in Western Washington. I"m sure that it was his early
efforts that stimaleatad the establishment of our oganization.

M.
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el Aul| g_Early Yearsl

{

The first reference ho foreing an organizabion is contained in a
resolution submitted by Beb Sestrap of Vashon Island to the WOTFA
of directors in a board meebting on July 21, 1984, published in
e Summer 1984 WOTFA newsletter. The following statement is guoted
Trom that resoluation: "The micleus of owr organization was concelved
at a field day at Wax Orchards (Vashon Island) in March 1979, when
many people indicated that an organization to address problems pesculiar
P our ares climaste and geography was needed and would be supported.
oo s to the sponsor attendess st this Wax Orchard

to oraue el

I have no r

fimla days.

[E¥E] el

The first item in EBEd Lewis” history file is a oneg page mesbing
rotice lssusd by Marvin Jarmin, county Externsion agenty, Skagil
County/WBU Cooperative Extension. The subjecht isg dastern Lascade
Tree Fruit Meeting to be held at the Northwestern Washington
Research & Extension Unilt, Mb. Vernon on Merch 29, 1980, Yan
4 onm. '

Lo

The meeting notice states, "Puwrpose: This group is beilng founded
for bhe purpose of bringing together people--—commerclal and anatewr
—-interested in &ll phases of tree fruits, culture, processing ant
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attention will. bhe given

selwolion of variesties, rootstocks, high density planting., spray
Prrongrams and ol dene . We also intend to disseminate informaticn o
the general public and to serve as a referral service anng
izt er s, "

The program included talks by Bob Sestrap, Dr. Robert Morton, Tomw
Ferkine and Marvin Jarmin. There also was a one howr business
meeting and & guestion and answer session. The registration fer was
#2 to be submitted by March 185, 1980 to Tom Perkins of Sedro Woolley.
I could find no record of the business meeting nor whether officers
and a board of directors were elected.

The second item in Ed lewis™ Ffile is a newsleltter titled WCTFA
Mews, & newsletter of the Western Cascade Tree Fruil Asso., Fall
1980, From the return address on the newsletter I conclude the
wditor was Dr. Robert Thomas of Seattle. The newsletbter jncluded
turms for ordering rootstocks and spplyving for WOTFA mnembership, to
e matled to Tom Perkins at Sedro Woolley. I conclude that Tom was
awting as membsrship chairman and tressurer at this Lime.

Thier newslebtlter gave a tist of coming events:  orchard tour on
September 29 Lo Tom Perkin®s orchard and Lo the WSU Mt. Vernono
areh station.  Alsa the "All About Fruit! exposition and WETFA
epducational meeting on November 8 angd 9 at the Beatile Center Filag
Favilion, The educational meeting was to feature speakers Jim
Rallard, Esxtension horticulturist from Yealima. and Dr. Ralph Byther _
ot the WBU FPuyvallup ressarch station. : {

Unfortunately pages 3-& are missing from the newsletter. From bhe
table of contents on page 1| the missing pages contained a report of
the board of directors meeting, an article by Dr. Robert Norton on
Ricommmended Tres Fruit Varieties, and an article on Braft Youwr Own
Trees. From this I conclude that a bosrd of directors had been
formed and they had a sesting prior to the posthmark on the newsletiter,
Seplomher 9, 1900,

The third item in Ed's file is the Spring 1981 WOTFA newsletier.
The editor again ie D, Robert Thomas and row he is alsp listed as
the recipient for sembership applicatons. I conclude Dr. Thomas has
tadean over the mechership chairman/treasurer job.

This newsletler announced a spring meeting scheduled for the WS
Ft. Vernorn research station on March 210, 1981, with & program to
inclode a panel discussicon on growing end marketing tree fruits,
moderator Robert Sestrap and pernel members Tow Flick, Robert Fox,
Curtis Mowlton, Bary Mowlton and Tom Thornton., The mesting’ s
fratured speaker was Dr. Fobert L. Stebbins, 08U, on "Fruit Growing
from A o 2 oon the Western Side of the Cascades.” A business maeling
to nominate and elect three members to the board of directors was
alwo scheduled. . R ‘ ' '

This newsletter included an ennouncenent that really leaves mne i
puzzlecd-—a Willamette Valley Chapter of WCTFA was being foresd! 16 wag
discussetd at an apple producers meetinyg on February 7. 1?@1, organt e
ry Eae Widllmarth of the Small Family Farm Assistance Frogram of O8U
tengian. The contact person for more information was Bary Rebholz,
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radad e Farw, Route 2y Box 826, Dayton, OR 97114, 1 cowld i
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Turthers letformabion on this subject 10 subseqguent WETFA news]ett

il

g

bhat puzzles me is that the Home Orchard Sociely HO8) preceded
WCTFA by five years, having been founded by Larry MoGraw in 1978,
Why would an Oregon group be considering WOTFS chapler atffiliation
rathar than HOSY Do any of yvou HOS readers have an answer?

The next dtem of historical interest is & copy of the original
articles of incorporation for WETFA. These articles wers submitted
tw the State of Washington Department of State on April 28, 1981, The
registered agent and address for the association was Thomas F.
Ferkins at Sedro Woolley. These five were listed es the initial Bosrd
af Directors:

Thomas F. Perkins 816 Sies Road, Bedro Wowolley, A 98284

Robert Sestrap Burton, WA 98013
James K. Anstis 420 9nd Bt, BEverett, WA 90201
Dalbert Leaf Rt 3, Box 1280, Fort Townsend, WA 8358

Walter Lyon 19717 8otk Ave NE, Bothell, W& 98011

These gentlemen stgned the articles of incorporation on April 26,
1985, Ralph Monroe, secretary of stalte of the State of Washington,
ined the seal of the State and sighned the articles on June &,

i

Fior readers who are still with me, I apologize for all the detail,
but T had to gstablish evidence $or the following conclusion:
WETFA was founded on March 28, 1980. A board of directors
consiating of Yom Ferkins, Bob SBestrap,; Jim Anstis, Dal Leaf and
Walt Lyon governed the organization until April 18, 19831, and no
glected officers sxisted during this time. I further conclade that
Tom Ferkins was probably the chairman of the board or possibly the
acting president for this time.

The +irst evidence of glected officers is contained in the Buwemer
1981 WCTFA newsletter. It stated that at a board meeting at Tom
Ferkins orchard on Spril 18, 1981, Wealt Lyon of Bothell was elected
president of bthe associstion. Barald Fate of Port Townsenid was
elected vice president and Jim Anstis from Everett was elecied
secretary-treaswear. This newsletter also stated that Woody Deryols,
Lance Douwglas, and Tom Thornton were eslected Lo the board of
directors at the March 21, 1981 spring meeting.

Bylaws for WETFA were first published in the Sunmer 1982 WOTFA
MEWE newsletier. There is no record identifying the original
author (s of this docusent. There is a penciled note by Ed Lewis
theat bhe bylaws were approved on April 24, 19830 There have been
many ravisions to these bhylaws over the years,

Rather than proceeding any further with a chronplogical history 1
decided to asseable lists of officers, newsletter editors, board of
director membars, life members and fall fruit shows. These lists
coupled with the following special interest subjects will hopefully
give a feel for the organization and its history.
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O QUIii”Q_m_un_wwwuﬁIﬁEImmmm““Eljlﬁﬁnmwwwmm NEWSLETTER MAE_

Dy

« Robert Thopass Sepl. 1980 April 1981 WOTFRN News
or earlier .

Jim Anstis il 19810 422032 NCTFQ.NENE

do Dupre 42482 7--21-84 WOCTFA Newsletter
Nancy Jdo Cushman 7184 Spring 1989 WCTFA New%lettér*
Mancy Jo Cushman Summer 1989 hugust 1990 WEFS Mewsl etter
o Leewisn Puguest 1950 EmZl-91 WCFES Moawsletter
Dave Battey F--di-91 E--01 -4 WCFS Newsletter
Fate Falser B--01--94 May 1994 WEFE  Newsletler
Eleyn Troughton May 1994 Bpring 1994 WEFS  HNewsletter
Evelyn Troughton Summer 1994 Current The: Bee Line

¥ The organization’®s name change from Western Cascade Tree Fruit

Aussociation to Western Cascate Fruit Society was approved at the
March 12, 1989 board meeting following the annual spring meeting.

WETEQ/WEE

G _Life Mambers

The First mention of life-mﬁmbﬁrshipﬁ appears in the Spring 1983

nawsletter. President Helen Zuelow wrote "We are discussing a

proposed rewrite of the bylaws. Also honorary life memberships, ..

)

The bylaws were revised during the summer of 1986 to include life

memberships Lo Article 11 these revised bylaws were approved

'

by the

buoard on September B, 1986 and approved by the membership at the
soring meeting of March 28, 1987.

The {following guote from the Winter 1986 newslethter cortained the

first reference ! could find regarding life membership awards:

MOIFE MEMBERBHIFS: Board members nominated six WOTFA and chapter
Founders as candidates for life memberships Tom Ferking, Emory

Leland, Dal Leaf, Berald Pate, Dr. Robert Norton and Tom Thornton.

Memnbers will vote on these nomineess at the spring seeting [nple:

all were approved at the 3-28-87 spring meetingl.

“ife menberships wers instituted by the board to honor members
“who have shown exceptional dedication, provided exceplionad
service to the association and have performed unusual services in
promoting the goals of the association.”™ Walt Lyon, Bob Destrap,
Johm Parker, Jim Anstis and Ed Lewls were awarded life memberships
last year," [noter at the 3-22-86 spring meetingl.
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contains all lidfe membeds to date.

Lite Membershi

o

e

BE

Jim Anestis, Ed Lewis, dohin FParker,
Bob Sestrap

Dal Leaf, Emory Leland, Dr. Robert Norton,

CGerald Pate, Tom fFerkins, Tom Thormlon

Nancy Jo Cushoan, Melen Zuelow

Faul Donaldson, Dick & Marilyn

Aaron Haynes, Norm S8chut

Dave Battey

Lyle Enudson, Chuck

Marlene Falkenbury

Ed Jones, Ron Bohaesvite,
Jow Zeppa

Bill Davis,

Walt Loyoin,

a7

932
9
94

G4

Tilhury

Farbmar, Orel Vallen

S Evelyn Troughton,

S99 Lhunard Jesson
find no reference for lite membership for Daphne Lewis.
Fiper™s Orchard chapter founder and should have been on
ligt, Maybe Paul Donaldszon can remember?

man
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WCTEA/WEES Fall Eruil. Shows. (Contldl
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199% (0ct 281 Edawunds Com. College i WCOFS i 251 i AR
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P0ch 26 : i !

1998 10ct 171 Tukwila Community o WOFS 218
thet 181 Center : :

179¢ et B0 Tuikwila Dommunity : WCFE
et 310 Centar i

¥ Until about 1988 WCTFA wused the title "ALl Aboot Frult Show.”
Starting in 1984 with the Jjointly sponsored show in Forfland,
this title was also wsed by Home Orchard Sociebty (HOB) . In
1988 HOS copywrited this mame for their edclusive uwse. WOTFA
then adopted the pameg "Fall Fruit Show.”

$%  The American Pomological Society awarded this sbow the Marshall
Finckney Wilder certificate for most oubtstanding exhibit of fruit
varieties., The award was presented to Dr. Robert Morton.

4% Morth Qlympic Fruit Club chapter was formed just in the spring
of 1982, The show was chaired by John Farber.

el

ot
3
FE

Winnifred Fisher of HOS compiled the inventory of fruit
displayed in both 1984 and 1984,  The totals wers 7?7
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B B M et e D AL biialii e

We have found no records as teo the derivation of e organization e
initial name, Western Cascade Tree Fruit Assaciabion WCTFA) . Tt
wan dndoubtedly adopted by the initial board of directors somstime
between the founding meeting of March 29, 1980 and Sepltesber 9, 980
which is the pustmark date of the first newsletter in our £ile.
Thie newsletter is titled "WOTFA MEWS--—rewsletter of the Western
Cascade Tree Fruil Sssoc.®

Undortunately this first newsletter from Ed Lewis® €ile contalns
anly g.u.u:;us; Iy 2 and 7. Pages 3-6 are missing and 'Lhc—.e table of
contents on page 1 indicates that page 3 contains a report of Lhe

board of directors meeting.

Thie dindtial nane stayed with owr organization until the following
runtilings of discontent appeared in the winter 1988 newsletters
PHNAME CHANBE--We ' re still dithering around with o name change o
Weeltern Cascade Tree Frolt Asscciation.  You do have to admit it's
ratim & mouthful,  We would like the new name to be shorter and to
Erpiasice the anateuwr status of most of owr menbers P2 Were not
kicking out our commercial menbers, after all they wers instrumental
in starting WOTFA, but becsuse of ocur non profit staltus we carnol
gt involved in any commerclal concerps

The board has come up with several names and wonle 11 ke the
nemizeiship to indicate a preference. Please £i1]1 out and mail the
bq‘ oo the back pege. There's also a place to add youw own
suggestions if voure inclined. We would like to hear from as MRy
members as possible fairly soony, s0 the name change could be vobed on
at the spring meeting. Be swe to read Max Mayvirs® article on

suggested manes, Loo.? The ballot referred Lo is belows

Nﬁl"'it— CHANGE LIDISLS"E I0NS

_______________ Home Fruit Sociely i, BLE About Fruit Club
e FlEmE Fruil Browers . PrgEt Tres Fruit Growers
e, Family Fruit Growers i Garden Fruit Browers

THOMEW NAME FOR OQUR ORBANIZATION by Max Meyers
"Ther @ has been some talk about changing the name of ow organizabion.
I hope to stiswlate some interest SOOI e menbior shi .

"Roth the Home rohard Bociety name and ours have limitaticons within
the name itself. Western Cascade limits us to an area. The words
TTree’ and "Orchard® limit the kinds of fruit we COVEF. We have
membiers in ouwr chaplers thalt raise kRiwis, grapes, blusherries
stravwberries and much more. None of the above can be described as a
Lrae or s an orchare, I believe these words should be eiiminated
T Gne FrGUmES o We need Lo sake welcome all types of frult O™ DI B
i make 1t known by our name.
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Gl our mcmbers are hobblests or amatewrs.  This can be weed in
e name. Smateur would limit us by making profess.onals oot

Wi ) T, T4 we use the word “Home® as Home Qrohard Society has, we
Mave nol eliminated the professionals.  Many professionals have home
archards. There is one other consideration [ believe we need to
sddress which does not fall into the fruit category bul does fall
inte the orchard category. That is the "nut.”  This could be
included i ol name.

Now tetts ook at what we have. k”dmpiuﬁ are:
The fAmatesur Fruit Society
The Fruit Hobbiests Society
The Fruit and Not Soccielty
The Home Frult and Nut SBooiety
The Home Fruit and Nut Association
The Home Fruit and Not Club

vt th i oname such as above, we could include sny group in the
courbry, and with a little paperwork we could st up chapters
anywnere. I hope I have stimuleted a little interost and hopa to
hMear more about this subject from others.”

and from the Spring 19289 newsletiers:

ENEME CHANBE~~ais ad hoc group of board members submits the tollowing
thres nemes as appropriate for owr groups

Fuget Fruit Orowers

Morthwest Fruil Growers

Fuget Sound Frwit bBrowers
"Were shill loeking for input from the membership, so let us know
whial yowr opinion is.  Many of uws liked "Home Fruit Growers,” but
Finally decided the word “home® was too limiting since many of owr
mEmbers have edbensive orchards and could be considered experts, not
amateuras, “Orchard’ was rejected since we wanted to include
berries, orapes and kRiwisy ‘rnuks” was not under consideration,
alihough it's included in ocwr interestsy; "society’ and olubh T owere
Fejected as being too frivolows.”

The final resolution was reported in the summar 1990 newsletter:
Cecrebary’ s Report:  Paul Donaldson reviewed the nistary of owr
organication’s name change. At the 1989 spring mesting "Fruit
Growers of Puget Sound® was endorsed along with a motion to table
the name change to the board meeting following. The board
subsequently proposed "Western Cascade Fruit Society” in order to
pressrve part of the original name identity. Organizetion byiaw
changes reflecting & name change from “Western Cascade Trese Fruait
Asmociation® to "Western Castade Fruit Society’ were approved by a
whahimous voice vote of those present.”

llf"‘

Latus for

lf"
EL‘

Monprafi

The ariginal articles of incorporation for WOETFA cortained Lhe
following: “The undersigned, Thomas F. Ferkins, Robert SEﬁtrapq
Jamas K. Anstis, Dalbert Leaf and Walter byon for the parpose o
Forming & corporation under the non profit laws, RCW 24,05, of th
State of Washington, state: . « "
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becamne concerned that no.application for nmonprofit
peen Filed with the IRS.  This feom the Fall 1785

HERCoR ot O AL T S WY S-S

"Techrnical Help Meeded--WOTFA must secuwre nonprofit statas with the
IRB.  We need an accountant or lawyer familiar with such proceduras
to help us travel the labyrinth of IRE red tape.  WOTFA carmnot
caontinuwe to graow wntil we have comnpleted the necessary formality.”

This reguest remained open until June 1989 when bosrd member Dick
ilbury submitted & proposal Lo hire Sandy Deja of Exemption
Wivigary Bervices to assist in making exemption application to the
RE.  Bandy had 14 years experience working in the IRE exempt statas
area arl the Tilburys head taken a community education couwrse titled
"How to Get/Mesp IRE Exempt Status"” from her in Bepltember 1988, The
moard approved the proposal on Novenber &, 1989,

—

v

o

-

oy

T wes also decided to apply far group sremption status for &ll
chapters. OFfter gathering organization records from each chapter
anc gebiing thetlr awthorization to be included in the group
applicatian, treasuwer Walt Lyon and Dick Tilbuwry met with Sandy
Deia o Februery 12, 1990 to tuwrn applicable WOFS and chapler
racoirds over bto her and contract for her advisary services.  The
Tiibhu ye worked with Sendy to cowrdinate necessary articles of
incnrpwr&tiwni WOFE and chapter bylaw changes, getting soaployes

: fication msbers (EIMNY for WOFS and all chapters aqnd preparing
e lication.

The IRE fora 1027, application for recognition of exenption, alony
#With & lelter reguesting group exemplion was suboitted to the IHED on
Marochn 248, 1990, &n IRE letter dated May 11, 1990 gramted 503 {c) 3
Lan exoemplt status to WCOFS. h

Unfortunately the application for chapter group esxempilon was
transfered to an IRS group ruling specialist for furbther action.
This ftriggered & round of changes to chapter bylaws, such
correspondence to the IRE incluwling the specislist™s claim thai he
Bad nol received some of it.  Resubmittal with return receipt
ragquested Finally cleared the log jam and we received an IR letter
dated July 19, 1991 grantiog group exemption for «1l1 chapters, a two
VEar s avar .

WETESAWEES Chapler History

The following history of WOTFA/ZWCFS chapters will be brief and
5mm@whmt shatchy. I would encourage each chapter to expand on thils
and provide more information to Evelyn for publication during owr
vaar 2000 200k anniversary.

Morth Qiyempic Eoall (MOEL) Chapler

Juiny Farker founded this club in sarly 1982 and dwring an Spriil
Eho LR82 WETFA board meeting expressed interest in having 1§ becomes
a whapter of WCTFA.  MOFEC was approved as the first WETEFA chapter do
> board meeting on May 22, 19827 WCTFA bylaws were subsequently
aimendaed to reflect chapter additions and to split sesbership dues
betwesn WOTFAS and the chapters.
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me Firest of fivers in the NOFC .chapter were: Johin Parker, presidents
Mete Makser, vice presidenti Ben Lalonde, tressurer; and SBugan Rowe,
secratary.  This chaplter continues to be very active., The current
president i1s Eric Blopson.

Piper®s Orchatd

L

hapt e

{
Liis

Daphine Lewis (no relation to Bd Lewis) spearheaded the effort to
restore Lthe old Fiper’s homestead orchard in Carkeek Park, Seatile,
conducting the initial planning workshop on Septesber 29, 1933, Ghe
ahbiracted & numbasr of WOTFA members to this ceause and in 1983 they
gdecided to sffiliate with WCTFA by forming a new chaplter. An
organization meelting was held on February 27, 1985,

Su ostated i the spring 1985 WOTFS newsletter "The primary reason
for forming this new chapter will be to adeopt the Plper rchard as
part of the Seattle Park Department’s Adopt-A-Fark program.  Many
WOTTS members have already been involved in the work partiss that
have re-claimed the old orchard from the blackberries and alder.”
Fasre Sehagvilte: is the cuwrrent president of this aclive chapter.

This is from the spring 1985 WCTFA newsletter with my comments in
biackets:  "Enory Leland, WOTFA member and Beattle gerdensr lactually
4 WEU Master Gardener] has been wanting information on frult growiog
witich he can wse in his small wban garden. Nol one Lo wait for
others to do the work, he began spreading the word last year, inviting
other interested city people to join him in forming & WOTFA chapter.
They met for the first time on Januwary 26 019851 with 44 urban fruait
growers attending. Sixteesn people became new pald menbers of WOTEA
wie bhe spot and several renewsd oemberships.

"Cveryone participated in the intreodoactions with high spirits. Dome
fascinating facts were offered. One couple lives on & large ot in
Fallard which has some huge, historic Gravenstein trees and lthe
criginal Jannes apricot bree.  Another person lives in the University
NDistrict in the midet of an old orchard which still persists sven
Lhough the brees linger as monuments throughout many small yards.

Iy fact each person attending had irteresting reassons for seeklng
irnformation on foult growlng.

“The Sesttle-urban chapter selected a lemporary board and agreed to
waet on che last Satuwrday morning of each month.  Contact Emory
Lweland or Helen Zuelow for more information.”

The first volunteesr officers in this chapter were Emory Laland,
priesidenty 811%n Drr, vice president; Jack Shilvock, tressuarer; and
Mofie "Tany” Manson, secrebtary. Marlene Falkenbuwry is the currant
prasident of this chapter.

This chapter was formed in 1987 by Fristan Jobnson.  This nolbice
ig from the Bummer 1987 WECTFA newslelters "Two new chapters have
baeen formed in western Washington—-one in the San Juan Islands, the
other in FKitsap County. The Ban Juan "Island Chapter®™ meets the
second Batwday of each month with special inter-igland mestings on
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el manth of gach season.  Fotential projects for bthe chapler
Pncdoide reosearchicg ear lier fruit production on the lslands, survieying
curreEnt frul b production and through scionwocod and rootstock sales
increaging gueliby fruit on the islands.  For sore ioforsation contact

S end T
Ered LAl Wi

Pt - L
L B R R Rt

1B, Rast Bouwnd,

I recall this chapter functionsed antidl 1992 when it was
disbandad.

This chapter was formed in 1987 by Don MecDonald. This notice is
From the auwwsmer 1987 WOTFA newsletter: YThe *Fitsap Chapter’ meelts
Lhe second Thuwrsday of each wmonth at the Eitsap County fgricoul turald
atension Building in Port Orchard., Members are interested in any
g oF fruit ralsing and they have already hed talks on graftisg,
Chip budding, T budding, stooling and growing raspbhercies and

5

erries.  One upooming meeting will be to a measber”s howuse i
S > wvariebies of hluagberries. For o aoore inforsation cordtact
Don Molorald.

-1 Lo
Iy

[0

oottt Thomson s the cwrrent president of this active chapter.

Tahoma_Chapler
This chapter was foraed in 1988, This notice is from the susber
1P8E HITFA newsletter: "The newest WOTFA chapter dia the Tabhoma
Chapter,; which ie meeting monthly at the Washington State University
Exterssion Ressarch S8tation in Pavallup. I youre interested in
Jwining, contact president Rob Fuper or sscretary Hetty FHinnaman.

Carmen Franco is the current president of thie growing chapter.

Bouth Pudet Sound Chapter

This chagler was formed in Jandary 1989, This notice is feom the
wWinter 1788 WOTFA newsletter: "The Soubh Puget Sound Chapher of
WCTFA will have an organizational meeting io late January in
Olyigeia.  Plans are to have a sclionwood exchange, local tows and &
a s frust show in Lhe fall.

"Froait erthusiasts from Lewis, Thurston, Mason and Brays Heaelbore
counbies are invited to join this locsl chapher. If you have not
recoived information about the organizational meeting by the first
wiel of January, contact Janes Bltephenson, Olvyvmpia."

Au I recall this chapter funchioned until 1998 when it was
disbanded.
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HISTORICAL RAMBLINGES
by Dick Tilbury

Researching for this WCTFA/WEFS history developed somg strong
tmpresstonsg and rememberances. I owonld Pike to share & faw,

In my opinion Walter Lyon is the wmost deserving member for this
title., Walt was one of the first five mesbers comprising the
initial board of directors.. He was the first elscted president of
oar organizatiaon, holding that position from April 18, 1981 uniil
Flay 225 1962, He served again on the board from July 21, 1984 unbil
March 3, 1990, He also was treasurer from March 22, 19846 until
Flarclh 3, 1990, '

What I most remesber Walt for is the touwrs of hiz orchard and his
amazing collection of fruit varieties., And who could forget all bis
vizars of coordinating the rootstock sale for the annual spring
mratings and bis wonderful display of apples and pears for tasting
sl the Fall Fruil Shows. To see Walt and Hazel arrive at the Fall
Firuwit Bhow site with their little pickup truck tightly paciked with
Bosxes of fruit all neably cataloged and labeled was a Joy, and then
to see the resultant tasting table with &1l of Walt's frudt beautifully
displayed was like a miracle.

Sadly I have to report that duwe to health problems Walt has besn
moved to Mew Mertico bt be near his daughter. 1 don™t know what is
planned for his Bothell property and that magnificent collectian o
firuit btrees.

he_Second WETEA Fresident

In edamining Ed Lewis® WOTFA file J saw a penciled note on his Fall
19780 WCTFA newsletbter that he had mailed in his $10 dues on Outober 20,
1780, Ed got aboard warly, although I suspect he may have been a
member of HOBS before that. Ed was & real action type and it appears he
becwane actively invoelved in WETFA right away.

The Summer 1982 WOTFA mewsletbter in Ed'e file reports on an April 244
1982 bosrd meeting to elect new officers. Dal Leaf was nominated to
lace Walt Lyon as president bub he declined. Walt then called an
woergancy board meeting for May 22, 1982, It appears that BEd was
the anly non officer/board member to attend thids meeting and he was
wieched president. (Ed must have indicated his willingness to serve
pirrior to the emergency boasrd meeting.)

Ed owas president from May 22, 1982 until July 21, 1984, Frowm Ed's
potes 1t apprars he was 4 very active president, even welting may
of the newsletiter articles. MHere is part of Ed's president™s
sessage 10 the Bummar 1982 WCTFA newsletter: "1 didn’t expect ta be
Thasrman of the Board so soon, but since I have accepted the
rosponsibility 1 dintend to give the jobr my best and with your help we
will continuweg Lo have an active, participating membersbdp.”
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Sdowas anwng the fndtial groug of Five to be awsrded Tide
vhp in WOTFEC MHe was again elected to the board of directors
G Agril 9, APG0E and served as the newslebter odilor from Gaowsl
V950 wntbl) March 21, 1991, Ed was also actively involved from the
marly days in the Fiper®s Orchard Chapter. He truly gave his best

o support of WOTFANCFS.

P
[RTRSES T RN S0 BN

Ed was keenly jnterestied in using orchard mason baes as pedtinetors,
Me was the first person I can remssber Lo Pt out rests o bhes. 1
Femaeber all the nesting blocks, and cans and millk cartones filled with
straws lindng his south-facing deck at his home. He was also the
firsel person to detect aspple maggot infestatiaon on the sastside.

They Really Donlt Make ‘Em_Like Jobn Anyoore

tile guote is feom newsletter editor Nancy Jo Sushoan in the Winter
1988 WOTFA newsletter: "My apologies for the late appearance of

whits newsletter. 05d age is cresping p o ome and T have had back
pirableme for the lest month. I do realize thalt John Parker sanaged
Lo wrganize a frutt show, have a gall bladder operation and ablend
the rext board mﬁeting twu wiethe later. But bhey really don™t maks

Tem like Johno anyoore.,

Jatin Parker was truly an outstanding figure in this argeitl e atd o
He foundsd the North Olympic Fruit Club (NOFC) i 1982 and was
elected Lo the WOTFA board on Spril 24, 1982, He told the board
about his plans Ffor NOFC and edpressed Mis interest in having i
Brecomsr & chapler of WOTFA.  The board approved NOFD as the $irst

~yry

chrapter of WETFA i a wmeeting on May dy 1982,

WOTEFA bylaws were subsequently amended to reflect chapter
adai tions asd menbership duss split between WOTFA end chapters.
A and his new chapter sponsored our third Fall Fruii Show on
sed A0-31ly 1982 ot the Jefferson County fairgrounds, Fort
Townseand.  John served on the board until HMerch 2ay 1984 when he was
glected president of WOTFA.  He served in this capatity until Maroh
Gy LHRG.

'nh for Jubm's zense of bumeor, I offer the following by editor Dave
atle From bhe Fall 1992 WOFS newsletter: "Zdibtor s message {and
pnlﬁgy Lo Gerald Pate).  Youw editor received the following chermlng

wl sdifying letter from WOFS Life Membier, past president and o =y
wruaidant of  owr North Olympic Chapters John Park
i rasponse to omy listing all WOFS Life Members 1n bthe last nows
and noting Gerald Fate as ‘decesased.

& .  His letiber was
Pahitear,

HoZx, o
LARMINT S B

e

ST LdEvv i 5

I received the very fine newsletter and resd with a great desl of
sadness the passing of Gerald Pate.

Hecauwse I had a conversation with him a short tine AO0. L phoned D
to ask if iU was true bul he said it was rot Trie, thalt he was very
muicit alive and well--but you know I never did believe Mio so | asked
to falk to his wife, Maxine, so she asked his if he had died and she
got the same answer. Now, she truth+ul.

Gid oyow misprint and mean di gd?  Thinking that this is what

-

Magpened I oam sending him a “get well” card.
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Arre people who are, in fact, deceased allowed Lo attend fhe (Fall
Fruit Show) skxhibit free? It would be a nice geatura.
Rest and warmest regerds,
ded John Parker
FEOD oam still alive (I think) but I feverishly scan the obiluary
coluwmn evary day to be sure.”

I have many fond memories of John., I served on the board doaring e
lasl two years of Jobn®s WETFA presidency and really discoversed the
importance of Robort’s Rules of Order in conducting business meelings.
vdihit 18 a sticklsr for this. I also remember his esperiise o
Pdentityinmg epple vardeties, all put to good wse at owr Fall frwdt
SaFHOWES . :

One of mny strong memories is how much 1 enjoved the Ssplember 24
adhs 1784 WCTFA bus towr to Breitish Columbia to visit the Bunmserland
fruit research station. John is a retired Srevhound bus driver &g
took care of all the details,. plaring ths btow and conducting it.

To see the Parker homse at Fort Lbudlow with all of Jobn®s froit
trees set 0ff by Frieda’s plot of over 2000 dahlias is truly a Goy.
I have to agres with Mancy Jo, they really dont male "em like John

STEY NI 2.

Women Mave always playved & very important role in this
evrgganization and I owould like to mention a few. '

Daphing Lewis spearheaded the effort to restore the old Fiper s
Homestead Orchard in Qarbesk Park, Beatile. Bhe conduocted the
inbtial planming worbshop on Sepbtember 29, 19683, Thid resulfed in
the 19839 Piper’s Orohard Chepter addition to WLDTFA. Just look at
thim following list of people she was able to enlist for this worthy
et fort sarly ony Dave Rattey, Jobn Davey, Fawl Donaldson, Ed Lewis,
Walt Lyon, Ron and Lee Schaevite, Gil SHchigber.

Helen Zuelow was an dnstructor dn-the horticowltuwre department of
Fdmonds Commuanity College when she Jjoined WCTFA in 1982, Bhe
quickly became very active and planned and organized tows for
WCTFA.  She was eslected to the board on February 26, 19335 anag was
later elected president on July 21, 19284, Hhe served in this

e oy

capacity wnhil Moorch 23, 1986,

Mancy Jo Cusimnagy had her own extensive fruilt tree orchard near
Maryeyville and was the WEH Master Gardensr coordinator for Srnohomish
County.  Bhe was first elected to the board on June 18, 1983%, She
Reld the bressurer position from that point oetil July 21, 1584 when
she maved Lo the job of WECTFS secretary. SBhe also took on the job
of newsletler editor at this point. Bhe continuetd as secretary
wikil March 22, 1984 and continuved as newsletiter editor until Sugust
1970,
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Yot hen WOU cootacts Nancy was a whilez at getting mgeting speaka
alid wrranging wrcherd towrs. Al through the marly years of WCTFA,
Fali o wchard Louirs were a big event. Sadly aftor Nanocy™ s retiyameni,
orcierd bow s dropped from the WCFS agenda and were Teft up to
individual chaplers,

Fat Rothenberg and her husband Dick were enthusiastic members of
the Feninsula Fryit Club chapter and Pat served as president of that
chapter, Pat was elected to the WCTFA board of directors on fApril

Z: 1988. Bhe and her husband were real ploneers in orchard mason bee
propagation amd later in (alas) apple maggot Flv trepping.

1y
-
P
-
=
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Mer T g Lkenbury was one of the founding members of the bBoattle
Trese Frult Spcisty chapter. The first meeting was held in her home.
She han besn president of that chapter since September 1989 and in

 rele has served on the WOFS board to the present Ulme.

sughton-—-Talk about workhorses, this lady really fills

11 e becane WDFS tressdrer on March 5, 19949 and still holds
vat position. She also became ouwr newsletter sditor Lo May 19294 and
5till holds that position. ©She is performing the twoe smosb biae
consuming Jjobs in ow organization plus many duties with the Seattle
Opera Build. I don™t know how she doss it

Plyvo Tilbury-—I can®t forget my wife's role in supporbing this
Bhe was active in supporting the Seattle Tres Fruit
Suciety chagter from the start. 8he assisted president Emory Leland
wii kb bthe cerrly newsletters and acted as sembership chair for that
chapter until Ootober 1999, Bhe was also my parbner in bthe two yvear
svoi b pbtadoa RS nponprofit 50100 (3 status for WOFE and its

Glrap by s,

Girygsiie g abdor.
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The Historian

WOFD meusher Dave Battey is the perzon 1T have i mind here. Dave
Was activa in the sarly days of the Piper®s Orchard chapter and was
Ao elected to the WCTFA board on July 21, 1984, He also sarved
as WOFS newsletlter editor from March 21, 19910 until March 1, 1994.
Winat I mizsl remesbesr about Dave i all the historical fradt articles
e has wilthen which were published in ow newsletber.

By the way, I think Dave is still WOFS historian (so why did
Evelyn tallk ne into attempbting this 20 year summary?). I
particularly like Dave’s writing and have asked Bvelyn o inoiude a
cowple of his articles as part of this newsletter. Dave has also
saventoried and cospiled liste of &ll fruit verieties displayed a
our fall fruilt shows starting with the 1980 show.

.

g

Tali about geliing aboard the computer age early. 1 ofter the
1

following message from Dave which appearsd in the Fall 1991 WCFS
- . — K

u Mowsage ‘

Thiz ig the first newslettsr bto be malled wsing mailing labels
crgated from oy IBM clone computer using PC-File sofitwarse. This
will give WOPS a standard platform for the fubwe, and allow az Lo
ratire my Tandy Dolor Computer,. fFirst purchased in November of
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1979, My son Breb and T first compaterized WCTFS (now WEFR)
Fabels in Seplenber of 1984, using a cassette tape storage system.
The WOTFA Board of Directors back then were Tom Berry, Linda

Chiace, Mancy Jo Cushman, Pete Eaiser, Hen Lalondes, Ed Lewis, Les
Maerritl, Dro Bob Morton, Jobin Parber and Helen Zuelow. We had 222
members and one chapter, the North Qlympic Fruit Cluh. Prior to
computerization, Nancy Jo was keeping the membership list tyvped on
shests that couwld be photocopied onbto stickvbacked labele. dHe’ve
come & Long way sinice then.

S/ Dave Battey WOFS Mewsletter Editor, Snogusimie’

A _WETEA Qversight?

The Bummer 1981 WCTFA newsletter contained an announosment of a
Seplenber 12 WCTFA orechard touwr organized by Bob Bestrap.  The
touwr was to soms orchards in the Puyallap-Sumner arss.  UOne of the
orochards was described as fol lows:

"The bowr will end at the C. D. Schwartze ocrochard on Tacoma Rosad.

v. Bohwarteze was responsible for many of our sucoesstual varieties
b Frulte and berrles, before retiving from years on the shaffd of

the WBU Puyallup Ressarch Station as Horticulturist. He has
continued experimenting at his home, where a multitude of fruits can
e observed and compered,.

Thi s btriggered my aemory. Marilyn eand I visited Chet Sohwertze in
Marrch 1976 and pweohased ow fFirgt fruit treses from him. He balied
s into Jonagold, Summerred, Melrose and Jonamas apple trees on PEb
rogtstock.  He geve us a Whitmey orab, seaying it needed a good ivome.
We gtill have those five trees in ow collection, '

Mow for bhe oversight. Why didn®t WCTFS honor thils greal. ploneer
in Fruit research at his death? I+ somebthing was published in our
newstebtiter, I missed it, To i1l this wold I would like Lo guote
the following from his ehituary that appesred in the Ociober 13, 1%ad
Seatile Times:

"Chester D. Schwartse, who bred some of Lthe oost popul e andd
profitable strains of Nurthwaﬁt berriass, died Saturday of Cancer
i Mis Puyallup Valley home. He was Bé.

T matiana]ly prominent horticulturist 15 credited with
developing six different varieties of red rasphervies and nine
varieties of bLFawberriem.

"Sohwartes alse was noted for his success in breeding tree {ruits

ard grapes and for helping te develop strains of fruit that caould
b used successfully by bthe frozen-food industey.

Py the garly 19708, sost Northwest strawsberry ucrﬁaqz irr Lhe
region was planted with strains developed by Schwarlze, accounting
feor el les H200 million in business.

"Bohwartse was a member of the Washington State University
faculty ror yaara and wote more than 125 publications on frudd
culture and i AEE . '

e h&lpud Lo organize the Western Washington Horticwlture

chion ardl the FPacific Northwest Dluebherry Growers Bssociatlon.
e continued hybridizing strawberries after hie retiremesnlt in 198
ﬂHd in Iﬂ?h h@ wag prosented with the Wilder Medal of the Gooricen
Foinnlogi st Bociety for his research.
”Hahwur": weim harn in Yakima in 1202, the grands
Yakima valley orchardist. He recelvied o doclaratoe
Stabte thiversily.”
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In Summary

Has same of this triguered yowr memory? Did you spot somg arcors?
Wheo or whab did T leave out? Flease job down yows recollections of
WOTFRZWDFS activities now while youw're thinking of thesn and forward o
Fvielyvn Troughton for publication in the Bee Line during this, ouw 20th
YA . ; '
I have also asked Evelyn to include a letter from Tor and Susasn
Rersy thal was published in the Fall 19835 WCTFA newsletter. Tom Berry
was on bthie WOTFA board and was breaeswrer from Suly 21, 1984 until
March $%, 19846, To me bheir letter sums up whalt it"s all aboul and
alun shows the influence of Dr. Robert Morton in rekindling interest
in growing bres fruit in Western Washiongton.

WANTED T BORROW, just lomg e@nough to copy:
WOTFA newsletters for 1980--Spring, Bummer and Fall
o "o Booo1981-~-Fall
# N voAeg2-—-Fall

I youw have any of these, please contact Evelyn Troughton. The
ohiject iw to have a complete set of newsletters in thie WOFS archives.




