SIrIEAKFERSS S5 F-(2i< S PPIR T NG MEETINGS
MARCH 19TH--ROOTSTOCK AND SULTONHONRD SALE

10 am  frafting Lactnre and Demonatral jon by Jdoe Mupre, who
tadchan and doea mach of Y he grail ing for bhe Skagit Mena' Garden

Y o7

te noon Hootabtock and Seionwond Sale.  Pring your own aark
Luneh. f'offam and tea wil)ll he Prrovidled,

I pm Dormant Pruanlng--paat prosident Ed Lewis will ahow dnd
narrate a vidao on pruning.

2 pm What ia a Dormant Spray? Sharon Collman, 5711;)]]r_-‘||1j_5“

County Extenaion horticnltural agent, will disruas dormant sprays
anc how 'hoy aro naed,

APRIL 9TH--ARNUAL SPRING MEERTING
T oam  WCTEA busineas meaeal jng

Q[0 Aam Tom Thornlon who rocont ) v ratuarnead From a govarnmenth
pponaored btrip o Scubh America will digcuas frulb growaing T Adean
vndear',

10:3IN am Broak--taa and coff{on provided.

1t am  Pate Svinth, who amazead membara on lasalb yvear's fall frult
tour with hlie btwo yvear old bearing walnut treea, will talk abant
growing nuta tn the MFPacifliec Nor! huweat |

12 noon Lunch=-bpring your own.

1 pm  Fruit Pollinatjon by Dr. Dantel Mayer, WSU/Coaoparative
Extenslon entomologial at Prosasor,

2 pm I Be Announcead Lat o

Both meobtings wlll bHe hald al Lhe WSU/Snohomish County Fxztankion
Fducation Canter in sonth Everett. Sae map on back page.



FIROr THE P2y A kLY O3 DL IRECTORS = u
FALL FRUIT SHUW 1t wis agread that bhe tall jreit show will be on
tha OUlympic Peninsula alb bLhe Jafterson Counbty falrgiounds in labtea

Octobear or early November.

CHAPTERS TO BE REPRESENTED Board mumbers volted that  chaptear
presidents by virtueg of thair ottica are aubomatically members of
the board with tull vobting privilaegaes, The chaptar prasident hag
the authority to appoint a proxy Lo repregent the chapterr at board
meatings.

HCTFA BYLAWS Board members agrewd that WCTEFA  bylaws are not
binding on local chapters, eupecially article 5, gection 1, which

refers to tha alecbion ot olfticers.

LIFE MEMBERS NOHINATED bast president Helan

suelow

and newspaper

aditor Nauncy Jo Cushman wWare solacladg 12 candldalbes far lite
membarship. This will be vobed an at the sprilng meat ing.
ELECTIONS COMING UP Thiwes board posibionsg will nesed to be tilled
att the 1980 spring mesiing. It you'd like Lo volunlLeaer or have a
name to recommand, plaasa  conbacth a  board member. Tha board
goenerally mesets oace a monlh at ths Snohomish County Extansion
Office in south Evarstt, Naxt mesting will be March 14th, 0 am
at the extansion otfice. Board maebt ings are open Lo the ganaral
membearship.
HCTFA OFFICERS AND BUARD OF DRIRECTORS

John Parkers FPrasident (ot a hoard mamber)

&l Tala Ehore Dy Fort Ludlowm 983655 437-2313

John bavey, Vice President (19099

2519 SW 17lIsk S5t, Ssatble 981ae] 296-61444

Sedratary
9177

Lonaldson,
124nd, Seabttle

Paul
Sl NW

¢ I
d64~-U1l&l

v Wall Lyon, Treasurer (19900
EARRe Al 19717 Guth NE, Bothell 90011} 483-5574
Nancy Jo Cushman, Newspapoer bdilor Cles )
Qo 1 31sk Ny Lk, Dtevens 92585 659-6087
Dave battay ( 1988 )
du-u4 S Juth D, Snogqualmie  98065H5 dByg-2504
. Roberl Bordeazu =20
15211 Wash. Av NE, Bainblirdge ls. 981103 B42-48695
Ben lLabLonde (19%90)
491 Lobzgesell Rd, Saquim 903025 Gaz-40H0H

Emory Leland { 1998 )

Yiut4 29th Av NE, Seattle 94311935
Gai: Lawis (19099
J7uYis fUth Av NW, Saatblea b5 3 B -

BEd-hitd
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JAFPANESE (SERC3W 1 NG BREIS FieiJgid
by L. . Tukay
Fana State Horticultural Reviews

The apple cultivar KRed Fuiji 1s popular in Jdapan and 18 boing
planted in various parts ot the world. The Naga Fu#l? sclaection
from the Tagano Prefectural Agricultural Experiment Station in
Japan is highly rvregardad;, according to Takanba HNakamura, a
Japanase fruit grower, during a 1racaent vigit Lo Tasmania,
Australia.

Fruits tend to russet in the early yeara, but Lhig has disappearad
as tho trwee gebs older. Red Fuji is picked at Nagano at 18U days
after full bloom; as compared to 150 days for Red Delicious. Ita
important markat is in December, In comparison, according to HMr.
Nakamura, Jonagold is an early season cultivar mhose price drops
as goon as Fujli reaches the market. Early strains of Red Fulj)l are
baing devaloped 1n Jdapan. Howavear, standard Fuji has superior
flavor. '

Mr. Nakamura uses -9 as the rootstock, and a plant spacing of
21.5x4m (83x13 ft). Fruiting is discouraged tor the firskt 4 years.
Bagging the fruit on the tree is no longer done except in the
hotter fruit growing areas of Japan.

WHICH ROOTSTOCK FOR YOulse
by L. D. Tukey
Peann State Horticulturzl KNoviess

Vary duarfing applae rootstocks in the M-27 to M-26 tres siza group
can enhance land productivity if inbtensive systems arae utilized,
according to raesearch at Penn State. Further, stionic vigor is
influenced not only by the vigor ot the scion and rootstoclk but
also by the training system or ovrchard rform being used.

There is no singular daarfing rootstock for a cultivar undaer all
80il conditions or for all orchard systems. The vigor ot cultivar,
rootstock, soil, and system must ba matchad to devalop the
required stionic wvigor., Close spacing of stions and early
cropping enhance smaller traee size, Lhe maintenance of small
traes, and land productivity.

SUHMER PRUBING ENHANCES FRUIT COLOR
by L. B. Tukey
Penn State Horticultural Keviews

Summer pruning ot apple trees need nol impede eanlargemant of the
fruit. It has been a common practice in  the Penn Stata low
trellis hedgeron system {for many years, and hag never caused a
reduction 1in ftruit siza, Usad 11 tralning, summer pruaning
involvas the removal ot vigorous lateral and vartical shoots over
12 inches in length arising from the wmain scattold limbs., This
growth neither adds to the tree's bearing weod nor contributss to
the carbohydrate ressirves in  the treea. In tREt; its  tollagae
genarally shades thal of the bearing wood.



The key Lo successiul summer pruning s itg timing, 1o lata summer
batween mid-August angd sarly sepbtember. This biming allows o
the banetite from vigorous growth to be rrsalized while dscreasiug
shading of besaring wood during « ocritical pariod in Frigit

maturation and fruit bud development. vhoots ovear 12 inches 11
length are cut back to about an inch,; stubbed to 3 laaves.
Regrowmth is minimal at this time ot Lhe year, which usually

davelopes into spurs or gshort shoots.

TN HORTT BOOKS MO VA L L. AR E
by L. D. Tukey
Penn State Horticultural Reviewss

Cultivataed Fruits of Britain, Theit Urigin and History by F. A
Roach 1s now available in o paperbaclk CLUISBN @ U=631-155623=-64) for
$159,. 95 It is published by Basil Blackuell, Inc.,;Naw York, NY.
For those interestaed 1in the origin and history of cultivatead
f i by the book will make inLercstiog reading, and be a valuable
addition to one's library. An extensive bibliography covers
material from ancient bimes to the 20th Century.

Gardening By HMail 2: A Source Hook by Barbara Barton has been
updated and republished by Tusker Prass (PO Box 1338, Sebastopol,
CA 9D473). It 13 available in paperback (1SBN 0=-937633-U2-X) troum
bookstores or the publisher for $15.50 postpaid. This where to
buy diractory lists over 1000 seed and plant sources, and ovar 3ul
garden suppliers and servicesa in the US  and Canada. It also
contains sources of books, Listls of protfessional socielties and
trade associations, horticultural societies, magazines, and
libraries, and has an extensive index and cross reference.

DDL.DER IS BETTER
by L. D. Tukey
Penn State Horticultural oeviews

The taste and appearance ot sevoral Delicious apple strains were
avaluated last fall  for consumer acceptance. Some interesting
preliminary results were obtained in the tests conductad by the
sensory Evalutation Lab at Penn State. The old Starking strain of
Delicious was rated as having the best tlavor and crispness.
Ultrared and Bisbee received the lowest rating ol the 9 strains in
the taste test. The results contirmed what the industey has baen
saying for years: that "old Delicious" tastes better.

HORE ABOUT GRAPE GROWING IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

David R. Johnson, who wrote the grape growing ariticle in the last
nawalatter, would like to hear from prople who are growing new and
unusual as well as obsecure and rare grape varioties, ospecially
MUSCAT flavored ones. He is presently making several controlled
croases and some day hopes to have his own varietiaes for sala.

Dave does have plants and rooted cuttings for sale of most of the
varieties listed in hia article. VEd. Note: Festival shouldd hea
Festivee--couldn 't read Dave’s wri ting. ! You ean contact Dave at
922-2403 (Saturdays ars best) or leave a massage at 922-7254.
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HERE cOME THE mice: ¥¥

%&

Voles, often called Meadow Mice or Fleld Mice, are common throughout
the United States. These little shart-tal led/short-eared rodents will
somet imes feed upon and damage plants in our gardens and orchards
Washlngton has six species but most damage in N.W. Washington is
probably done by the Oregon Meadow Vole, Microbtus oregoni (A.K.A.
Creeping Meadow Vole).

SIGNS

In the Winter of 1988, thiz 1ittle anlimal was responsiblae for an
unusual amount of damage In local apple orchards by feeding on the
roots and glirdling trunks. Oregon Meadow Voles wili also tunne)
through vegetable and flower gardens, feeding on Jjulcy roots, tubers
and bulbs - damage that is often blamed on our poor, Insect=gating
Moles! Voles will even use the mole’s tunnels when mak Ing these raids!

How can you tell If you have a vole problem? Cbvious signs include
gnaned roots and root crops (note the small grooves left by the 2 largs
front teeth), girdling of tree trunks extending to Just above soill 1line
(rabblits usually damage trunks and twias higher up and leave larger
tooth marks while Mountain Beavers clip the branches, leaving 2 inch
stubs) and well=used tunnaels through the soil and/or in the grass

or thatch. Voles often leave open, 1 Inch holes in areas of heavy
activity,

MANAGEMENT

Vegatation management is a key issue in keaeping vole populations low.
In orchards, keep the tree rows vegetation-free at least 36 |nches Ay
from the trunk by weeding or by using a reglstered herbiclide., Be veary
careful 1f you use mulches! Oregon voles are often encowraced by a

nice, loose mulch, Closely mow the grass in between rows and keep it
short. Avoid thatch which the voles can hide under. Finally, be sure
to pick up all cull frult so the voles can not feed (o] [ 1 A

In gardens, try to keep surrounding areas frese of tal) grass and thatch
and don 't leave root vegetables in the aground over winter.

CONTROL

Biologlcal: Almost all small meat-eaters love Lo feod on voles. Ry
encouraging hawks, owls, weasles and shrews vou can help keep vole
populations from exploding.



Machan ical @ For very small popiiiat ions iy 20 ey

1o U may be sufficient.
Drdinat-y mouse=1r ape can be baited with peanut (bt e o apple and set
IN the runs. Digging irnte the undsrygrosund tunnels to place the traps

and then covering with a boasrd = quite ef fective. Chack traps daily

and re-seb as needed. This is a very time~consuming method but sie sl

where baits are not wanted. Tree guards, which are effective in
controlling rabbit damage. will NOT discourage vcles since they feed
largely underground. In Fact, voles have been kncwr to nest under

loose~fitting guarcs!

Chemical: Several rodenticides are re
are more water-resistant and acceptabl

gistered for use on voles. Some
2 to the mice than others.
Farafinized anticoagulant baits placed in the underground runs are
probably the safest to use. ALWAYS READ THE LABRLE BEFORE USING ANY
PEST HETDEN £ ] Some of the chiemicals réegistered | nelude strycehnine snd
zlhe phosphilde Chotlh VERY boxic - also. zlnce phosphide decomposes
guickly in damp situaticons), chl rophac inone and diphacinone
tantiveagulants),

How do vou know where to place Lhe balto? Damaged areas, tunnels and
runways are always likely areas. However, since vola populatlons
fluctusate wildliy, 1&'s & good idea to first place apple or carrot
pieces In vour various target areas and cover with a shingle or 12"x12"
riece of cardboard (be sure the cover doesn't bLlow asEay ). If there Is
no feeding on these materials within 24-48 hours, thare are probably no
voles In the Immnediate few square vards . You can save your expensive
bait by applying only where the mics show feading activity,

A week after vou place vou bait, put out some more apple or carirot
pieces. [f thare s no feeding within a couple days, vour baiting
proagram was successful.

SUMMARY

In order tou discourage voles., it la mest important to remove as much of
the mouse's shelter as possible ( arass, thateh, ete.). |ocate the
areas of feeding by setting out food and check i na for feeding signs.

Finally, the population can be reduced by trapping (for small areas) or
using registered rodenticldes,

by Dave Pehling, Snohomish County Extension fissistant
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by Napncy Jo Cushinan

You can only sabt s0 many f{resh apples and sons apples you woulda'k
wmant to eat. S0 it you've gobt more than a dozen mature apple
trees, yaou probably need a cider press. It's the easiest way of
gatting rid of your mistake trees without really admitting that
you goofed and the tree(s) should be chopped down. You can preass
anything (in moderation, of courss? and make decent cider. You
can evan sneak four Wolfrivers in each bateh ¢l wouldn't recommend
anymore) and nobody will krnow the ditfarence. The rest of the
Wolfrivera you can pawn oft+ on people who havea foned meamories o
Wolfriver from grandpa's placea.

The tree(s) that you bought on a triend's recommendation as being
THE best apple he's ever eaten will probably press just tine, aven
though it's THE worst apple you've aver eaten. And the SC1onwood
or traes that you buought that wWere mislabeled and not a pleasant
surprise aithar, can he usead in cider, o T A And then there are
the mistakes you make on your oWn...

Sinca | always look forward to the tirst ripe apple each year, I
planted a whole _bunch of early 1pvipening variaties. With the
exception of Uravenstein, Chehalis and Summerred, the rest aren't
worth the powder to blow "am up. I might make an excaption for
Scarlet Pimpernal and OUriole, but detinitely not tor Red Baron,
Discovery (avery single apple cracks), Vista Balle, Julyred, etc.
We won't mention Summen Scarlet-~even the horse won't eat that
one.

But now | can look forward to the tirst tresh cidar of the year;
which is almost as good as the tirst fresh apple. Since we don't
like sweet, insipid cider, [ always throm in a few drops (not Ltoo
many or they cause the runs) and cdo look out for the worms.

Which brings up another point. What do you do with 2 large Dboxes
of Summerreds? Proabably the best thing to do is to estimate the
amount you can eat fresh before they get cverripe and make cider
from the rest. Mature and overripe apples do not press well and
make insipid cider.

Gravensteln, when cut with tarter apples, makes excellent cider.
Which 1s a blessing since about 5 years ago | declded to cocllect
different strains of Gravenstein. In retrospect, I should have
topworked them all on one Gravenstein tree. Now that I have a use
for excess Gravensteins, one tree snapped at the graft due to the
fruit load and another turned out to be a Baldwin. That makes
three Baldwin trees (all surprisea) and say what you llke about
Baldwin gquality grown in this climate, they do produce heavily.
I'm sure they'll press nicelyl



I'm equally gure that my collection of "ereening” varieties and
“sweet"™ apples will be a nice addition to the cider pressing.
That's a comforting thought when you wonder why you grafted 8
different "sweets" on separate M-7 rootstock when you should have
put them all on one topworked M-27 tree.

You can presa just about any apples, but there are a few varieties
you should plant Jjust Dbecause they make the best cider. My
favorites are Belle de Boskoop and a russeted Spy type which
nobody can ID. Both are usslezs for anything else. Northern Spy,
Golden Russet and Wayne also come highly recommended as cider
apples.

And do consider adding your pear mistakes (both Oriental and
European) to your cider. Abcut 1/4 pears and 3/4 applesz per
pressing turns a ho hum cider into a treat. Now 1t may seem
wasteful to press Orlental pears, but if you have 4 hoxes of golf
ball size frult (didn't quite thin encugh), what else can vou do?
Besides, how can one family possibly eat 4 trees worth of Qriental
pears before they spoil.

This year 1 also pressed a European pear-~-the kind that goes fron
tasteless and gitty Lo overripe and rotten in about 2 hours.
Pressed at the gritty stage, they worked Just  fine--~and 1 had
finally convinced myself that was one tree I could cut down since
it had absolutely no redeeming value.

The best way to press cider is to use a lovingly restored antique
press or a nice handerafted modern one that's sturdy enough to
stand still while you're cranking. Add a claw footed bathtub L0
wash the apples in, a gently nickering horze in a nearby paszture
waiting for the occasional treat. and a hazy and criep but gtill
warm fall day and you have the perfect inducement to make cider,

Don’'t think about pressing the late season apples when you have to
haul hot water to wash the apples In sc your hands won't fraeze or
hosing down the press in the dark when it's raining so hard you're
tempted to 1let mother nature clean the press. And definltely
don't think about having to gpend hours in the kitchen processing
300 guarts of cider. You can only drink so much fresh clider,
after all.

NEW CULTIVAR BOQOOK AVATIL. ABL.E

Apple Cultivars for Puget Sound by Dr. Robart A, Norton and
Jaqueline King will be available tor sale at both spring mestings
for $8.00. The book has color photos, Lloom dates, pollinatian
lists, disaase resistance lists, ripaening rdatas, and other
information on the hundred plus varietias Lested at Mt. Yarnon.
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MAJOR TREE FRUIT MITES OF WASHINGTON

COMMON HOST OVERWINTERING COLOR QF AMOUNT OF NO. GENERATICNS DISTINGUISHING
___NAME FAMILY PLANTS FORM ADULT WEBBING __ PER SEASON FEATURES
EUROPEAN 1 Tetranychidae | tree fruits, | red eggs on brick-red to [little or| 6 (partial 7th | overwintering egzgs,
RED MITE ‘ berries, and twigs and greenish none and 8th) reddish mite with
I other plants | limbs : white spines
BROWN MITE 'Tetranychidae | tree fruits, red eggs on dark brown to [none 4-5 overwintering eggs,

" shade trees, twigs and limbs|dull greenish long front legs, brown
and almond (often bicol- to olive green color

e e B SO ored)

-SPOTTED  Tetranychidae | "anything crange females |greenish with moderate 9-10 2 more or less

_ green' in trash on 2 dark spots distinct spots, pearly
S— T — B | ground spherical eggs
MeDANTE. Tetranychidae | tree fruits crange females |greenish with|copious 10-11 heavy webbing of
MITE and raspberry | in trash on 4 dark spots foliage and trunks,
o P | sround orange winter females
PEAR LEAF Eriophyidae | pear adult females light yellow |none several, over- dark brown to black
BLISTER [ | in leaf buds lapping blisters on foliage
APPLE LEAF I apple light brown blisters
_BLISTER on foliage
MITI -
APPLE RUST Eriophyidae apple, pear deutogynes (all|cpaque white several, over- rusting of foliage,
MITE and prune stages in mild | to yellowish lapping no curling
CHERRY RUST prune, plum winters) in or
MITE and cherxy on buds and
{plum nursery axils
mite)
PEACH SILVER Eriophyidae peach deutogynes (alllopaque white |none several, over- silvering of foliage,
MITE stages in mild | to vellowish lapping wrinkled or curled
winters ) in or foliage
W on buds and A
{ . | axils

i 1 Mote: Sharon Collman, Snohomish County Extension Adent, supplied these two
pages from her files, We would like to know who wrote them, =0 he/she couwld
receive proper cradit.



ANOTHER DISEASE T0O HWATCH OUT FOR
by Nancy Jo Cushman

Oriental paars arae tun to grow bacauss theay 're pretiy trees and
are relatively disease and insect tree. Besidesa, everyone |ikas
to grow fruit that's selling tor  two bucks apiece in grocanry
stores.

But in the past vyear o 80, problems have croppad up wilth
Pseudomonas syringae on Uprisntal psar treas, as well as Japaneszeo
maplesa, lilacs, cherries and other stone fruits. This bacterial
digease resemhles fira blight--blackened and burned tmigs and
branches. Cankers and peeling bark can also be seen.

Pseudomonas usually infects UOriantal paara at blogsom time,
Qapacially if there is frost damage. As little as one degree of
frost will predispose the Dblossoms to infection. It can also
infact trees through the leat acars in theae fall.

Control recommendations area:

1. Pruning out and destroying infected twigs and brancheas (do
starilize pruning tools between cuts). HMHake your cuts o
inches below diseased wood.

2, Using a spray of fixed copper in fall after leat drop, in
mid-winter and at bud break.

3. Don't dormant prune, pruna one month attar bloom. This
will also encourage lateral branching.

Another solution would be to plant Uriental pear varietlies that
area less suscaptible to FPseudomonas, Ur. Norton at the Mt. Vernon
Research Station and other growers are inadvertently distovaring
which varieties are very susceptible to Faseudoumonas. Nijlgseiki
(Twentieth Centwry? and Ya Li are rapurtedly vary bad. I have had
trouble with Chojuro, bLut net Shinseiki. Daveloping a diseasa
resistant list of Oriental pears may be a problam, since gome
varieties dou batter here with Pseudomonas than they do ab  Uregon
State University's fruit testing plots in Corvalias.

FRUNING EVERBEARING RASPBERRILESDS

Everbearing raspberries bear on the tips of the new canes in the
fall. The following spring they bear lower down on  these canas.
They c¢an bg prunad two saparale ways. lf you havse regular gsummer
bearing ragpberries, you can mow down Lhe everbearing raspbeaerrias
after the fall crop. 1+ you wanbt theam to bear in the summer,
“prune the tips off after the fall crop. Then prune to the ground
aftar the summer crop.
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